


65 per cent of people who filled in a
guestionnaire at our exhibitions were in
favour of Whitelee Forest as the site of a
wind farm and 150 people have accepted
our invitation to visit an operational
windfarm,” he added.

Consensus building was the name of
the game, with several high-profile
environmental groups putting their not
inconsiderable weight behind the project.
The Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds, one of the environmental bodies
consulted during the planning process,
backed the project. “We support the
expansion of renewable energy generation
in Scotland and have been pleased to
advise ScottishPower on locational issues to
avoid damaging key wildlife sites” said
Stuart Housden, RSPB director Scotland.

So far so positive....

As with any application process, some
ground was ceded in the name of good
relations. After the consultation period,
the planning application incorporated
several changes. Amid worries about
traffic congestion during construction,
ScottishPower  committed to avoid
Eaglesham by using the B764 which
connects the site to the A77 and M77 west

of the village, as well as extending the
existing network of forestry tracks using
on-site materials to further reduce traffic
volume. The company also decided to
increase the distance between the turbines
and the nearest communities, typically to in
excess of 1km.

ScottishPower committed to work closely
with landowners, including the Forestry
Commission/Forest Enterprise and West of
Scotland Water, to improve the 10 square-
mile site as a community resource. A new
area of moorland will be created and
remaining forest restructured to provide a
greater diversity of wildlife and habitats.
Forestry Commission staff have worked
closely with ScottishPower to design a
scheme that safeguards Whitelee as a
multi-purpose forest providing continued
timber, access and environmental benefits
into the future.

There are plans for a visitor centre, and
greater public access through provision of
footpaths and cycle-ways utilising the 40 or
so miles of maintenance tracks. The centre
will have a café and meeting facilities,
changing rooms for runners and cyclists,
and the company also intends to run an
electric tour bus on part of the site.

One of the more unusual elements on the
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road to success was the initial opposition by
officials at Glasgow Airport who were
concerned that the spinning rotors might
confuse the airport’s traffic control radar.
Working with the British Airports Authority,
National Air Traffic Services and the Civil
Aviation Authority, ScottishPower agreed to
build a new £5m radar tower 50km away
in Kincardine, on the site of a former power
station, to ensure there would be no
adverse effect on equipment.

Despite the ground-breaking scale of
Whitelee or perhaps because of it, only
Eaglesham Community Council put up any
objections, on the grounds of its size and
location, although the area’s local
authorities did not follow  suit.
ScottishPower won permission on 27 April
2006 and was heralded by Scottish
ministers as “a significant milestone
towards achieving our renewable energy
and climate change targets”.

As ScottishPower Chief Executive Philip
Bowman put it, this was just the start:
“Of course, Whitelee is not the end of the
story. If we are to deliver more clean energy
to people’s homes, we have really got to
keep up the momentum on the other big
onshore wind farms in Scotland which are
currently in planning.” e
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